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Introduction

The Village Green is an integral part of a village community, and as such, should provide its
residents with a focal point on which to live a peaceful and friendly existence. It is the
essence of rural England.

The following policy is designed to improve awareness of the tight rules and practices that
we all need to follow, by making reference to the legislation that covers this often
misunderstood area.



1. _Definition of Village Greens

Village Greens are defined in the Commons Registration Act 1965 (s22) as amended by the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 2000 (s98) as:

”land ....on which for not less than 20 years a significant number of the inhabitants of any
locality, or of any neighbourhood within a locality, have indulged in lawful sports and
pastimes as of right, and either (a) continue to do so, or (b) have ceased to do so for not
more than such a period as may be prescribed .....”

Village Greens are protected by the Inclosure Act, 1857 (s12) and the Commons Act, 1876
(s29).

Section 12 makes it a criminal offence to do any act which injures a Green or interrupts its
use as a place for exercise and recreation.

Section 29 makes encroachment or inclosure of a Green, and interference with or
occupation of the soil unlawful unless it is with the aim of improving the enjoyment of the
Green.

It is not possible to give consent to do any works that contravene this legislation, as
to give approval would be condoning a criminal offence.

2. Registration

The Village Greens are registered with the COMMONS REGISTRATION AUTHORITY
This provides protection as afforded by various acts of legislation that cover all aspects of
the Green's use and management. Crakehall Village Green was registered on 25" October,
1971, The Batts on 29" October, 1970 and Langthorne Village Green originally on 11"
January, 1979 and amended on 19" June, 2024.

Crakehall Village Green and The Batts are owned and administered by Crakehall with
Langthorne Parish Council. Langthorne Village Greens are owned in one part by Crakehall
with Langthorne Parish Council and the other part by Mr J.Thompson (as detailed in
Appendix 1). Even though one part of the Langthorne Village Green is privately owned by Mr
J. Thompson as a Registered Village Green it still retains the rights and protection afforded
to a Registered Village Green.

It is not possible to alter the Green, or make changes of use without the involvement of the
Secretary of State.

3. Legislation

The following is a list of the most common legislation that exists for the protection and rights
that cover Village Greens;

*The Inclosure Acts of 1845 and 1857

*The Commons Act 1876, 1899 & 2006

*The Open Spaces Act 1906

*The Acquisition of Land Act 1981

*The Law of Property Act 1925

*The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
*Local Government Acts.



4. Responsibilities

For the Greens that are owned and administered by Crakehall with Langthorne Parish
Council, the Parish Council is responsible for their maintenance, protection and upkeep. Any
rulings or actions will be made by the Parish Council in accordance with legislation and
published guidance from authoritative bodies such as DEFRA.

As custodians on behalf of the community the Parish council must ensure that all the Greens
are protected against encroachment, damage and uses other than those consistent with
normal enjoyment of the Greens. This also applies to the part of the Village Green in
Langthorne owned by Mr J. Thompson.

Protection of grassed areas may involve the placing of stones, or erection of posts or
bollards to prevent vehicular access.

Under no circumstances will any grassed areas of the Village Green be lost due to any
works.

All instances of maintenance and repairs will be carried out by the Parish Council or by
contractors that the Council appoints to carry out such works.

It is the responsibility of the owners of property fronting directly onto the Village Greens to

check their Deeds as to the boundary of their property to ensure that no items such as
flowerbeds, shrubs and hedges extend beyond it.

5. Lawful and prohibited uses of a Village Green

Whilst not exhaustive, the following is a list of lawful and prohibited uses of the Green.
Lawful uses would include:-

*walking across it with or without a dog.

*village fétes (with the prior approval of the Parish Council)

*playing sports and games.

*use of existing paths for access/egress on foot.

*use of existing rights of access that cross the Green with a vehicle.

Prohibited uses include:-

*any physical alterations to the green.

*fencing of the Green or otherwise making it inaccessible to the public.

*Willful damage (i.e. when a person was aware of the risk of damage). e.g. By vehicles,
bicycles and horses.

*parking of a vehicle on the grass

*planting of trees except by the Parish Council

*the building or introduction of any structure (this includes even small things such as steps,
bollards, posts) except by the Parish Council.

*the driving of a vehicle across grassed areas

*the pruning or cutting down of trees except by the Parish Council

Camping or caravanning

A degree of common sense must prevail in interpreting the possibilities for the Green’s use.
However the overriding factor must be the Green’s protection against damage, maintaining
access and enjoyment for all in the neighbourhood and guarding against changes of use.



6. Enforcement

Where a party or parties are proved to have misused the Greens, creating damage or
alteration to its original fabric the Parish Council will deem those persons responsible for
unlawful damage and take action for the Green's repair or reinstatement.

Those responsible will be expected to pay all subsequent costs in relation to the Green's
repair/reinstatement, and works will be subject to timescales laid down by the Parish
Council.

In some circumstances damage or encroachment may result in criminal proceedings being
taken by the Parish Council.

Should the Council have to carry out its own works in relation to repairs/ reinstatement or
employ a contractor/individual; all costs incurred will be automatically charged to those
individuals responsible for the damage or alteration.
Please contact a Parish Councillor, or attend one of the Parish Council meetings if you
require advice or facts on any issues relating to the Village Green, before you engage in any
form of activity that does not fall within the detail listed in this policy (see note 5).

7. Maintenance

The Parish Council is legally responsible for the maintenance of all parts of the Village
Greens.

Some areas may be subject to repair from time to time dependent on the degree of erosion
they have received.

All decisions relating to the Greens maintenance and repair will be taken by the Parish
Council.

8. Inspections and working parties.

The Parish Council will inspect the whole of the Crakehall and Langthorne Village Greens on
an annual basis (April) to determine their condition and any works that may need to be
carried out. Other inspection may take place on an ad-hoc basis to look at individual issues
as and when they arise. The results of such inspections will be formally recorded.

From time to time the Parish Council will conduct working parties to carry out minor works in
relation to the Green’s maintenance and upkeep, i.e. seeding, removal of invasive weeds,
etc. Residents will usually be informed by means of a flyer and / or Facebook post, and any
help would be greatly appreciated.

9. Protection of trees

All trees that are planted within the Village Greens are protected and must not be pruned or
cut down without obtaining permission from the relevant bodies. This means the Parish
Council and in the case of trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order, or in Conservation
Areas (as is Crakehall), also means North Yorkshire Council. The Parish Council has

over the years been responsible for the planting ofs such trees and they form part of what is
the Village Green.



You should contact a Councillor or attend one of the Parish Council meetings if you have
any questions or queries in relation to the planting of trees and other plants on the Village
Greens.

The Council will endeavour to provide you with the relevant information or help you with your
query.

10. Availability
This document will be published on the Parish Council’s website (www.crakehall.org) and

copies may be obtained on application to the Parish Council or by contacting any of its
Councillors or Parish Clerk.

11. Summary

Village Greens are part of our English heritage and should be protected and enjoyed by
everyone as much as possible, and especially by the residents of the village they are
connected with. We should all be proud of our Village Greens and feel honoured to live and
be a part of a community that has the good fortune to have them.

January 2025



APPENDIX 1 - MAPS OF CRAKEHALL AND LANGTHORNE VILLAGE GREENS

1. Crakehall Village Green Commons Registration

This map extract has been produced for the solz purpose of providing
YOU reference information only and for no ather purpose.

No further copies can be made from this document without permission

Unauthorised reproduction intringes Crown Copyright and may lead to
prosacution or civil proceedings.
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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 ors: This section contains the registration of the  Registration authority
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LAND SECTION—Sheet No, g

No. and date
‘of entry Descrij the land, 10 the register map, ticulars etc. .

1 The tract of land known ae The Village Green, Crakehall, Bedale, in the Parish of Crakehall, as shown ed grecn on sheot No. 21 of the register map

24th May, 1967 | (Provisional Bdition) and distinguished by the number of this register unit, Registered pursuant to application no. 30 made the 16th May, 1967, by

Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council ecting through their Clerk Ronald William Kettlewell, Crakehall, Bedale, Yorkshire (Registration Provisional).

2
puted, became final on the 25thOctober, 1971.

13th June,72 | The registration at Entry No.1 above being un

No. and date No. and date
of note Notes of note Notes
1
Benjamin William Crawford of Crakehall Vicarage, Bedale, claims to
st May, be entitled to a right of way at all times over the land comprised
7968 in this regieter unit for the purpose of access and egress to and
from his premises on the =outh side of Great Crakehall Village
Green.
= 2 = The objection Noi 0231 of the Crakehall Village Hall Committee; cfo-

21st Oct.197( Messrs. Eccles, Heddon and Young, South End, Bedale made 24th
September, 1970 is noted in respect of the registration at Entry No.1

inthis-seetion. opjection withdrawn -25.10.71
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2. The Batts Commons Registration

This map extract has been produced fcr the sole purpose of providing
YOU reference information only and for no other purpose

Ne further copies can be made from this document without permission.

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to

| prosecution or civil proceedings.
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No. and date
of entry Description of the land, reference to the register map, registration particulars, etc.
1. The pieces of land containing 1.810 acres or thereabouts called "Phe Batts" in the Parish of Crakehall as marked with a green verge line inside the
2kth May, 67 boundary on sheet 38C of the register map (6" Ordnance Survey Sheet 58 29 SW) (Provisional Edition) and distinguished by the number of this register
unit. Registered pursuant to Application No. 35 made the 16th May, 1967, by the Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council through their Clerk,
' (See entry Ronald William Kettlewell, Crakehall, Bedale (Sesiebrsbiomirewisioand)
No. ... .. below)
2 The Registration at entry no. 1 above being undisputed, became final on the29th October, 1970.
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3. Crakehall Village Green and The Batts Land Registration

iy GOV.UK

Search for land and property information

Titleregister for:

Village Green and land adjoining the A684, Crakehall, Bedale (Freehold)

Title number: NYK194336

Accessed on 12 September 2024 at 14:31:46

This information can change if we receive an application. This service can not tell you if
HM Land Registry are dealing with an application.

This is not an official copy. It does not take into account if there’s a

0 pending application with HM Land Registry. If you need to prove
property ownership, for example, for a court case, you’ll need to
order an official copy of the register.

Register summary

Title number NYK194336

Registered owners CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
9 Coronation Road, Little Crakehall, Bedale, N Yorkshire
DL81HZ

Last sold for No price recorded

A: Property Register

This register describes the land and estates comprised in this title.

Entrynumber Entry date

1 1997-08-29 NORTH YORKSHIRE

The Freehold land shown edged with red on the



plan of the above Title filed at the Registry and
being Village Green and land adjoining the A684,
Crakehall, Bedale.

2 2010-08-27 The land edged and numbered in green on the title
plan has been removed from this title and
registered under the title number or numbers
shown in green on the said plan.

B: Proprietorship Register

This register specifies the class of title and identifies the owner. It contains any entries
that affect the right of disposal.

Class of Title: Title absolute

Entrynumber Entrydate

1 1997-08-29 PROPRIETOR: CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE
PARISH COUNCIL of 9 Coronation Road, Little
Crakehall, Bedale, N Yorkshire DL8 1HZ.

C: Charges Register

This register contains any charges and other matters that affect the land.

Class of Title: Title absolute

Entry number Entrydate

1 1997-08-29 The land tinted yellow on the filed plan is subject to
the following rights reserved by a Conveyance
thereof dated 11 May 1971 made between (1) Arthur
Robin lan Hill (Vendor) (2) The Royal Bank of
Scotland Limited and (3) The Parish Council of
Crakehall with Langthorne (Council):-

"EXCEPT AND RESERVING to the Vendor and his
successors in title a right of way at all times and for



1997-08-29

1997-08-29

all purposes over the roadways shown coloured
brown on the said plan and those roadways left
uncoloured (which are public highways) .....subject
to all the subsisting rights and easements enjoyed
over the Village Green by the owners and occupiers
of properties adjoining the said Village Green
(including the Vendor)."

NOTE: Copy plan filed.

A Conveyance of the land tinted pink on the filed
plan dated 24 January 1973 made between (1)
Arthur Robin lan Hill (Vendor) (2) The Royal Bank
of Scotland Limited and (3) The Parish Council of
Crakehall with Langthorne (Council) contains the
following covenants:-

"THE Council hereby covenants with the Vendor
and his successors in title the owner or owners for
the time being and all or any part of the Clifton
Castle Estate :-

(a) to maintain the land hereby conveyed in a clean
and tidy condition and free from rubbish

(b) to keep the river banks in repair

(c) to plant the land with trees in accordance with
the scheme of arrangement already approved by
the Vendor's Surveyor

(d) not to erect any buildings on the said land or
any part thereof and to preserve the same as
common land."

The land tinted pink on the filed plan is subject to
the following rights reserved by the Conveyance
dated 24 January 1973 referred to above:-

"EXCEPT AND RESERVED unto the Vendor and his



200312115

2009-01-30

successors in title the whole of the river bed all
fishing rights in the said river and all necessary
rights of access for the purpose of the exercise of
such rights and to carry out any works incidental
thereto."

The land is subject to the rights granted by a Deed
of Grant of Easement dated 11 December 2003
made between (1) Crakehall with Langthorne Parish
Council and (2) Brian George Everett and Ann
Wilson Everett.

NOTE: Copy filed under NYK215347.

The land is subject to the rights contained in a
Transfer of The Bungalow, Crakehall dated 12
December 2008 made between (1) Timothy Wyn
Potter and (2) Andrew David Nelson and Kerry
Anne Michelle Nelson.

NOTE: Copy filed under NYK364819.
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This is a copy of the title plan on 12 SEP 2024 at 14:31:45. This copy does not take account of any application made after that time even if still pending in HM Land
Registry when this copy was issued.

This copy is not an "Official Copy' of the title plan. An official copy of the title plan is admissible in evidence in a court to the same extent as the original. A person is
entitled to be indemnified by the registrar if he or she suffers loss by reason of a mistake in an official copy. i you want to obtain an official copy, the HM Land
Registry web site explains how to do this.

HM Land Registry endeavours to maintain high quality and scale accuracy of title plan images.The quality and accuracy of any print will depend on your printer, your
computer and its print settings.This title plan shows the general position, not the exact line, of the boundaries. It may be subject to distortions in scale.
Measurements scaled from this plan may not match measurements between the same points on the ground.

This title is dealt with by HM Land Registry, Durham Office.

© Crown Copyright. Produced by HM Land Registry. Further reproduction in whole or in part is prohibited without the prior written permission of Ordnance Survey.
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4. Langthorne Village Greens
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